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Galatea (vi.).1 Other figures are; strikingly original.
A countryman, stung by the taunts of a town-girl,
becomes 'reel as a. rose with clew' (xx.). Hylas shoots
down into the waters of (lie spring Mike a star from
the sky9 (xiii.). No down of a shepherd could do
that. The umseles on the anus of the giant Amycus
arc compared to stones which have been rounded
and smoothed inthc eddiesof a river (xxii.). Tennyson,
in his description ofCJcrainU adopted the figure:

'Arms on which the standing muscle sloped,
As slopes a wild brook o'er a little stone.
Running too vehemently to break upon it.'

Most original of all, and with something of an Eastern
flavour, are those figures which in the Kpithalamium
celebrate the beauty of .Helen. A quotation from
Calverley's translation may not be amiss:

'As peers the nascent morning

Over thy shades, O night:.
When winter disenchains the land.
Ami spring goes forth in white;
So Helen peered above us.
All loveliness and light.

As climbs aloft some cypress.

Garden or glade to grace;
As the Thcssalian courser lends

A lustre to the race;

Such pride had Lacodaemon

In Helen's rosebud face.'

Thus it will be seen that Theocritus, with a true
dramatic instinct, varies his images with his characters*

1 Cp. the linos of the Cuvalier Suckling, beginning:

4 Hast thou seen the down in, the air
When wanton blasts have tossed it?'
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